Mr Edwards exhibited the right temporal bone of a man about 40 years of age, who had been a patient at the New Town Dispensary. After having been exposed to wet, he was seized with pain in the right ear, accompanied, after a day or two, by a copious discharge, which could be forcibly squirted out of the external meatus, if he held his mouth or nose during expiration; there was also slight facial paralysis of the right side, the ear was poulticed, and he was given nourishing diet.
The acute symptoms gradually subsided, and the discharge was less copious ; it, however, stopped rather suddenly ; poultices were reapplied, but it did not reappear, and he was no longer able to blow air from the eustachian tube through the tympanum. Two days after the cessation of the discharge, he was seized with intense pain, confined to the right side and back part of the head; that night he had a convulsion fit, and died the next day.
Post-mortem.?On removing the dura mater, the right cerebral hemisphere and the whole of the cerebellum were seen covered with pus; on removing the right temporal bone, the roof of the tympanum was carious, and soft enough to be picked away with a dissecting forceps; its cavity was stuffed with recent lymph, which was packed in among the small bones, plugging up two small apertures in the posterior part of membrana tympani, and also the tympanic orifice of the eustachian tube. There was no pus in the labyrinth; the mastoid cells were full of pus, and the posterior Avail had given way into the lateral sinus; a few sequestra lay in the pus ; this had most probably happened after the deposition of lymph in the tympanum had prevented the free escape of the matter from the mastoid cells escaping through that cavity, and thence through the membrana tympani out of the ear. He however believed that there might be a more efficient means of compression devised. He was not fully satisfied with Carte's compressor, and would invite the attention of his professional brethren to this point, it was quite certain that the profession in general would not agree with the Mode of determining the question at issue which had been followed in Edinburgh.
II. CASE OF FATAL HEMORRHAGE
he data derived from the surgical practice of this city were too limited ; and, in strict fairness, the practice of surgeons elsewhere must be taken into account in the final settlement of this controversy. One of the besetting sins of the day was, to regard great questions, such as this, through a local and limited atmosphere ; and that tendency must be strenuously opposed.
